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The Seven Churches of the Apocalypse 

“The Loveless Church” 

Revelation 2:1-7 

Pastor John Miller 

 

Introduction:  There are a lot of different ideas and views today about the church, but of 

paramount importance is not what the culture thinks of the church, but what Christ thinks 

of the church! 

o That is exactly what we have in Revelation chapters 2-3. 

o John was instructed by the Lord in chapter 1:19 to write three things: 

1) “The things which you have seen” 

 The vision of Christ (Chapter 1) 

2) “The things which are” 

 The voice of Christ (Chapter 2-3) 

3) “The things which shall be hereafter” 

 The victory of Christ (Chapter 4-22) 

 

* Today we hear the voice of Christ (v. 7) 

o Seven letters to the seven churches 

o How are we to view these seven letters? 

1) Each church actually existed (Revelation 1:9-11) 

2) Each church addressed has a message for every church today (v. 7) 

3) Each letter has a message to every Christian today (v. 7) 

4) Each of the seven churches pictures seven successive periods of church 

history 

5) Each of the seven letters has a similarity in structure 

 William Macdonald- “Each opens with a salutation to an individual 

church; each presents the Lord Jesus in a role that is peculiarly fitting 

for that particular church; each describes His knowledge of the 

church’s works, introduced by the words “I know.”  Words of 

commendation are addressed to all churches except Laodicea; reproof of 

all except Smyrna and Philadelphia.  To each a special exhortation is 

given to hear what the Spirit is saying and in each a special promise is 

included for the overcomer.” 

 

* So, today we look at the letter to the church in Ephesus (2:1-7) 

o The Apostolic Church (A.D. 33-A.D. 100) 

o The church that “left it’s first love” 

 

 

I.  The Church and the City (v. 1a) 
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1) The church (v. 1) 

a. Paul first visited Ephesus at the end of his second missionary trip.  Acts 18- “But 

returned for over two years on his third trip to found the church. 

b. Acts 19 

c. It’s pastors and leaders 

i. Paul, Apollos, Timothy, John 

d. Paul wrote to them from prison in Rome 

2) The city (v. 1b) 

a. Politically- the capital of the province of Asia 

b. Commercially- on trade route east to west 

i. It was the bank of Asia 

c. Religiously- temple of Diana 

d. Morally- very dark! 

i. Vanity Fair 

ii. The church was a light in a very dark place (us too) 

 

       

II. The Christ (v.v. 1b) 

 

1) (v. 1) “He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand…” 

a. Revelation 1:20- “The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches…” 

b. Jesus is holding the pastors in His hand 

2) (v. 1) He’s walking in the church  

a. He’s holding and walking 

b. Jesus is patrolling and supervising His church 

c. He loves His church 

d. He is with His church 

i. Matthew 18:20- “…for where two or more are gathered…” 

e. He “nourishes” and “cherishes” His church (Ephesians 5:29) 

f. Soon He will come for His church (John 14) 

g. We are the “Bride of Christ” 

 

 

III. The Commendation (v.v. 2-3, 6) 

 

* (v. 2) “I know” 

o Seven times 

o Jesus knows His church (us too) 

o What Jesus commends them for: 

 

1) They were a serving church 
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a. (v. 2) “thy works” or “deed” (what you’re doing) 

2) They were a sacrificing church 

a. (v. 2) “and thy labor” or “toil” (it cost) 

3) They were a steadfast church 

a. (v. 2) “and thy patience” 

b. Its endurance (they didn’t give up) 

c. Serving the Lord is a battle 

i. The world, the flesh, the Devil 

ii. But don’t quit.  It’s always too soon! 

4) They were spiritually discerning (v. 2b) 

a. Comes from knowing God’s Word 

b. Illustration- Acts 20- Paul with the pastors from Ephesus 

5) They were a suffering church (v. 3) 

a. Jesus said they would suffer for His name sake 

b. Illustration- 1 Peter 4:12-18 

6) They were a separated church (v. 6) 

a. Illustration- 2 Corinthians 6:17- “Therefore come out from among them and be ye 

separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean things, and I will receive you.” 

 

* What an amazing church! 

 

* Jesus knows what we don’t.  His complaint: 

 

 

IV. The Complaint (v. 4) 

 

1) (v. 4) “you have left (not lost) your first love” 

a. “Left” is to “quit” or “forsake” 

b. So they had labor without love 

c. What is your first love? 

i. Illustration- Its taken from Jeremiah 2- “love of thy espousal” 

ii. Its love for God—all your heart, soul, mind and strength 

d. It can happen to us (backsliding) 

i. Jesus said “In the last days the love of many shall wax cold” 

ii. Labor is no substitute for love 

iii. Has your love grown cold? 

e. But, it is also love for others 

 

 

V. The Command (v. 5) 

 

* What should you do if your love for God has grown cold? 
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1) Remember (v. 5) 

a. “remember from where you have fallen” 

2) Repent (v. 5) 

3) Return (v. 5) 

a. “do your first works” 

b. (v. 5) “or else” (its serious) 

c. Beware of the barrenness of busy life 

 

 

VI. The Promise (v. 7) 

 

 * What is an “overcomer?” 

o 1 John 5:4-5- “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 

victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, 

but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

1) Have you been born of God? 

a. How?  By faith you are an “overcomer.” 

2) Had your love grown cold? 

a. Remember 

b. Repent 

c. Return 

 

 


