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Hope Beyond the Grave 

“The Consequences of Christ’s Resurrection” 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

Pastor John Miller 

 

Introduction:  Theologian Erich Sauer has written, “The present age is Easter time.  It 

begins with the resurrection of the Redeemer and ends with the resurrection of the 

redeemed.  Between lies the spiritual resurrection of those called into life through Christ.  

So we live between two Easters, and in the power of the first Easter we go to meet the last 

Easter.” 

 

* We are looking together at the important doctrine of the resurrection. 

o Will our bodies be resurrected after death?  Some in Corinth were saying “no!” 

 

* Paul is writing to show us that you can’t separate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

our own resurrection! 

1) Paul’s first argument was historical (v.v. 1-11) 

2) His second argument was logical (v.v. 12-19) 

a. If no resurrection, then Christ did not raise. 

b. Our preaching and faith are in vain. 

c. We apostles are liars! 

d. Our believing loved ones are lost. 

e. We are without hope and to be pitied. 

3) Today we come to Paul’s third argument- its theological or doctrinal (v.v. 20-28) 

a. In this argument, we see the future consequences of Christ’s resurrection. 

b. There are four future consequences 

 

 

I.  The Dead in Christ Will Rise (v.v. 20-22) 

 

A. (v. 20) “But now is Christ risen from the dead” 

1. So, the negative tone of verse 12-19 is now offset by the positive assurance. 

B. What does Paul mean when he says in verse 20 that “Christ has become the first fruits of 

them that sleep?” 

1. Illustration- Old Testament- Leviticus 23- Passover; unleavened bread; first fruits; 

the day after Sabbath. 

2. It was a first installment of the harvest 

a. It was a “sample” or “surety” of more to come. 

b.A guarantee of the quality and reality. 

c. Jesus’s resurrection was a prototype 

3. Jesus was the first to be resurrected! 
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a. What about others who were brought back from the dead? 

b.Answer- Resuscitated 

c. Jesus was- Colossians 1:18- “The firstborn from the dead” 

C. (v.v. 21-22) The contrast with Adam 

1. All humanity born “in Adam.” 

a. We must be born again to be “in Christ.” 

b.Adam- made from earth 

c. Christ- came from heaven 

d.Adam- disobeyed God and brought sin and death 

e. Christ- obeyed the Father and by His death and resurrection brought 

righteousness and eternal life. 

2. Paul is saying that the resurrection is as certain as death! 

D. (v. 22) “all be made alive” 

1. All believers in Christ. 

2. But also all of humanity 

a. Daniel 12:2- “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 

awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 

contempt.” 

b.John 5:28-29- Jesus said- “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 

the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 

forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 

have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 

c. Christ’s resurrection was a divine pledge of our future resurrection. 

d.Job 19:25-26- “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 

at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy 

this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.” 

 

       

II. The Resurrection Will be in Stages (v.v. 23-24) 

 

* When will our bodies be resurrected? 

o (v. 23) “every man in his own order” 

o Key- “order” is a military term- “a company” 

 

A. The first resurrection (3 stages) 

1. (v. 23) “Christ the first fruits” 

2. (v. 23) “…afterward they that re Christ’s at His coming (Greek- Parousia) 

a. Its at the rapture  

b.1 Thessalonians 4 

3. At the end of the tribulation, at the Second Coming of Christ, and before the 

Millennium, tribulation saints and Old Testament saints will be resurrected. 
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a. Revelation 20:4-6- “This is the first resurrection…they lived and reigned 

with Christ for a thousand years.” 

B. The second resurrection (only unsaved) 

1. Only one group or company! 

2. At the end of the 1000 years. 

a. (v. 24) Jesus puts an end to Satan! 

b.Jesus sits on a great white throne! 

c. Revelation 20:11-15- And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on 

it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was 

found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 

before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 

which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things 

which were written in the books, according to their works.  And the sea 

gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 

dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to 

their works.  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.  This is the 

second death.  And whosoever was not found in the book of life was cast 

into the lake of fire.” 

 

 

III. The Resurrection Means Man’s Greatest Enemy Death Will be Destroyed (v.v. 

25-26) 

 

* Jesus, by His resurrection will one day put death out of business! 

 

* Death is man’s great enemy! 

o Illustration- Modern science has no cure for death. 

o Illustration- Sigmund Freud, the founder of psychiatry, wrote: “And finally there is the 

painful riddle of death, for which no remedy at all has yet been found, nor probably ever 

will be.” 

 

* There is a remedy for death! 

o Jesus said- “I am the resurrection and the life…” 

o Revelation 21:4- “…no more death” 

 

 

IV. The Resurrection Results in Christ’s Reign and Rule Over All Things (v.v. 27-

28) 

 

* Jesus came to rescue and redeem, and to reverse the curse! 

o Revelation 21- A new heaven and a new earth- “And I heard a great voice out of heaven 

saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
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shall be his people, and God himself hall be with them, and be their God.  And God shall 

wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 

crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  And 

he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.  And he said unto me, 

Write: for these words are true and faithful.” 

 

* There is hope beyond the grave! 

o Illustration- Long after the stars stop shining the saints will shine in heaven! 

 

 


