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Introduction:  If a man dies, will he live again? 

o The answer is yes! 

o (v. 57) “victory through Jesus” 

o There is hope beyond the grave! 

 

* When a Christian dies they go immediately to be with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). 

o Their bodies are awaiting the resurrection. 

 

* The problem: 

o If there is a future resurrection of the dead, what happens to the Christians living 

when that event happens? 

o Will they first have to die so they can be resurrected to go to heaven? 

o (v. 50) “a great impossibility” 

o So, what will happen to those who are living when the resurrection happens? 

 Not “resurrection” but “transformation” 

1) Our bodies will be transformed 

2) Death will be defeated 

 

 

I.  Our Body Will be Transformed (v.v. 51-53) 

 

* This is what Bible students call “The Rapture.”  

o It is controversial. 

o It’s Biblical 

o 1 Thessalonians 4:17- “We which are alive and remain shall be caught up…” 

o Old Testament Illustration- Enoch & Elijah 

 

1) It’s a mystery (v. 51) 

2) Its quickness (v. 52a) 

3) Its order (v. 52b) 

a. “The trumpet will sound” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) 

b. “Dead in Christ will be resurrected” 

c. “The living Christ will be raptured” 

4) Its necessity (v. 53) 

a. The Rapture! 
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b. Jesus- John 14:1-3 

c. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

i. When will The Rapture happen? 

ii. Who will be raptured? 

iii. Are you ready? 

       

II. Death Will be Defeated (v.v. 54-57) 

 

* The resurrection of “those who are asleep in Christ” and the translation of those who are “alive 

in Christ” brings three results: 

1) It fulfills prophetic Scripture (v. 54) 

a. Isaiah 25:8- “He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe 

away tears from all faces.” 

2) It brings victory over death (v. 55) 

3) It brings victory over sin and the law (v. 56) 

 

* How? 

o It is through Jesus Christ! (v. 57) 

o It’s a divine victory not human effort! 

o It’s a gift of God (John 3:16) 

 

 

III. Our Future Hope Brings us a Present Motivation (v. 58) 

 

* Heaven is not just a future destination, it’s a present motivation! 

 

1) “Steadfast” 

a. Stable, purposeful living. 

2) “Unmovable” 

a. Not vacillating or wavering in your walk with the Lord. 

3) “Always abounding in the work of the Lord. 

 

* Why? 

o (v. 58) “Our labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

* Do you have hope beyond the grave? 

o Do you know Jesus as Savior and Lord? 

o Are you living for Him? 
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o If not, you’re living in vain! 


