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Night Scenes of the Bible 

“The Night of Tempest” 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Pastor John Miller 

 

Introduction:  I will never forget the first night I ever spent on boat in the Pacific Ocean. 

* It is so much like life! 

* What should we do when we encounter a storm? 

* The night scene of the disciples on the sea reminds us of five assurances we need to hold 

onto as anchors for the storms of life. 

 

 

I.  His Providence (He brought us here) (v. 22) 

 

* (v. 22) “…Jesus constrained His disciples…” 

 

* Why? 

o He wanted to be along to pray (v. 23) 

o He wanted to diffuse the popular movement that wanted to make Him King (John 6). 

o So, Jesus purposefully sent them across the lake and into a storm. 

o Jesus sent them into the storm for two reasons: 

 

1) For their protection 

a. Jesus knew that they were safer in the storm in God’s will, then on land with the 

crowds out of God’s will. 

b. Ironically, the disciples were in the midnight storm because they obeyed Jesus. 

i. Illustration- Put yourself in their place. 

ii. (v. 25) The fourth watch of the night (3:00am-6:00am) 

iii. Illustration- Paul’s thorn in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12) 

2) Jesus sent them into the storm for their perfection 

a. Jesus providentially allowed the storm as part of the day’s lesson. 

b. Jesus wanted them to grow in their faith and knowledge of who He is. 

3) But, God will also allow storms in our lives for our correction! 

a. Illustration- Jonah 

b. Hebrews 12:11- “Now no chastening for the present seems to be joyous but 

grevious; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 

unto them which are exercised thereby.” 

 

* So, remember, God allows storms in our lives to: 

1) Protect us 



Night Scenes of the Bible – The Night of Tempest- Matthew 14:22-33  www.revival.tv 

Page | 2  

 
 

2) Perfect us 

3) Correct us 

 

 

II. His Prayers (He’s praying for me) (v.v. 23-24) 

 

* Mark 6:48- “He (Jesus) saw them toiling…” 

 

* The natural tendency when we are being tossed by a tempest is to imagine that God has 

forgotten us, that He doesn’t see us, or that He doesn’t know what is happening to us. 

o However, He does know.  He sees.  He has not forgotten us! 

o Illustration- Matthew 6- “His eye is on the sparrow” 

 

* (v. 23) Jesus was praying! 

o What do you suppose Jesus was praying for? 

1) For Himself? 

2) For His disciples? 

3) No!  He’s praying for us! 

 Romans 8:34- Jesus- “…is even at the right hand of God making 

intercession for us.” 

 

* So, remember, what is hidden from us is not hidden from God! 

o He sees, He knows, He’s praying. 

 

 

III. His Presence (He will come to me) (v.v. 25-27) 

 

* Mark 6- “He made as though He was going to pass by” 

 

* Three facts about His coming: 

1) He came at the darkest hour of the night (v. 25) 

a. Man’s extermity is God’s opportunity 

2) He came in the storm (v. 26) 

a. The wind and waves that they feared became the path for His coming! 

3) He spoke to them in the storm (v. 27) 

a. “Take courage” 

b. “It is I” or “I am” 

c. “Don’t be afraid” 

i. Isaiah 43:2- “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee.” 
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ii. Psalm 139:7-12- “Whither shall I go from they spirit?  Or whither shall I 

flee from thy presence?  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I 

make my bed in hell, behold thou art there.  If I take the wings of the 

morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy 

hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.  If I say, surely the 

darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.  Yea, the 

darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the 

darkness and the light are both alike to thee.” 

 

 

IV. His Purpose (He will help me grow) (v.v. 28-31) 

 

 * Remember, God uses storms to perfect us. 

o Jesus wanted Peter’s faith to grow. 

o Lessons from Peter: 

1) Peter’s faith (v. 28) 

 No Peter bashing 

2) Peter’s true faith (v. 29) 

 He knew it was Jesus 

 He obeyed Jesus’ command (v. 29) 

3) Peter’s faltering faith (v. 30) 

 Why?  His eyes were not on Jesus! 

 Instead, they were on his circumstances. 

4) Peter’s deliverance and growth of faith (v. 31) 

 

* Are you sinking in your dark night of tempest? 

o Call on the Lord 

o Obey His command 

o Keep your eyes on Him 

o He will help you grow 

 

 

V. His Power (He will see me through) (v.v. 32-33) 

 

* The miracles from this night in the storm: 

1) Jesus walked on water 

2) Peter walked on water 

3) The wind stopped (v. 32) 

4) The boat was immediately on the shore (John 6:21) 

5) The disciples’ eyes were opened 
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* How the disciples grew in faith: 

1) They worshipped Him (first time) 

2) They confessed Him (first time) 

a. Illustration- Contrast with chapter 8- “What manner of man is this…” 

b. Psalm 46:10- “Be still and know that I am God” 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

* When you are in a tempest, remember these five anchors for your soul: 

1) He brought me here (His providence) 

2) He’s praying for me (His prayers) 

3) He will come to me (His presence) 

4) He will help me grow (His purpose) 

5) He will see me through (His power) 


