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 “Good Cheer for the New Year” 

Deuteronomy 11:10-12 

Pastor John Miller 

 

Introduction:  We are saying “goodbye” to another year, but we are also saying “hello” 

to a new year!  

 

* Using the words of Moses, I want to share some “encouragement” and “instruction” as 

we face the coming year.  

 

* Israel’s experience paints for us a picture of the Christian life. 

1) We were slaves to sin in Egypt. 

2) We were redeemed by the blood of God’s lamb—Jesus Christ! 

3) We enter a new land or life of blessing. 

o The new land would not be like the old land of Egypt. 

o (v. 10) Egypt- flat and hard. 

o The new Promise Land would have hills, valleys, and get water from heaven 

(v. 11). 

 What a great description of the Christian life—“hills,” “valleys,” and 

“rain from Heaven!” 

 Some imagine the Christian life is all “mountaintops,” but there are 

many “valleys.” 

 Many of the great people God used in the Bible went through 

“valleys.” (Moses, Joseph, David, Paul) 

 2 Corinthians 1:8- “We were pressed out of measure, above strength, 

insomuch that we despaired even of life.” 

 Jesus said in John 16:33- “In the world ye shall have tribulation…” 

 

 

I.  Why Does God Permit Valleys in our Lives?  

 

A. It is God who permits them.  God is in control! 

 

B. We learn lessons in the valleys that we could never learn on the mountaintop. 

1. It was in the “valley of the shadow of death” that David learned “I will fear no 

evil.” 

2. Jeremiah, the “Weeping Profit” learned in the valley- “His compassions fail not; 

they are new every morning. Great is thy faithfulness.” 

 

C. It is in the “valleys” that we grow in Christian character. 
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* Illustration- Have you ever noticed that fruit grows in the “valleys?” It is in the “valleys” that 

we learn. 

1. Patience (Romans 5:3- “tribulation worketh patience…”) 

2. Humility (2 Corinthians 12- Paul’s thorn) 

3. Compassion and Sympathy (2 Corinthians 1) 

 

* “Adversity is the diamond dust heaven polishes the jewels with.” 

 

* Job 23:10- “He knoweth the way that I take; and when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as 

gold.” 

 

* Even as God’s children, we go through the “valleys.” 

 

 

II. God Knows How to Balance Our Lives  

 

* There will be “hills” or “mountaintops.” 

o Like what? 

 

A. God’s provision 

1. (v. 11) “a land that drinketh water of the rain of Heaven.” 

2. Philippians 4:19- “But my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches 

in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

3. Illustration- Genesis 22- “Jehovah-Girah” 

 

B. God’s care 

1. (v. 12) “A land which the Lord thy God careth for.” 

2. 1 Peter 5:7- “Casting all your cares upon Him, for He careth for you.” 

 

C. God’s protection 

1. (v. 12) “…the eyes of the LORD thy God are always upon it.” 

2. God never sleeps! 

3. Psalm 91:1-2- “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most high shall abide 

under the shadow of the Almighty.  I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and 

my fortress; my God in Him will I trust.” 

 

D. God’s guidance 

1. (v. 12) “…from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.” 

2. God has promised to guide us! 

3. He is the “Good Shepherd.” 

4. He is faithful!  He won’t forsake us! 
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III. How Should We Live This Year If We Want to Experience God’s Rice 

Blessings? 

 

* Deuteronomy 10:12- “And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to 

fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy 

God with all thy heart and with all thy soul.” 

 

A. “fear the LORD” (300 times in the Bible) 

1. Proverbs 1:7- “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” 

2. 1 Corinthians 7:1- “…let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 

spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

 

B. “walk in all His ways" 

1. It’s living obediently to His Word! 

2. James 1:22- “But be ye doers of the Word…” 

3. Psalm 1- the “happy” or “blessed man.” 

 

C. “love the LORD” 

1. Deuteronomy 10:12- “…and to love Him.” 

2. Illustration- Revelation 2- The church of Ephesus 

a. Works, labor, patience 

b.“left your first love” 

3. It’s the most important! 

 

D. “serve the LORD thy God” (v. 12) 

1. How? 

2. “with all your heart and all your soul” 

3. Who or what are you serving? 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

1) As we enter a new year, there will be “valleys,” but God will balance 

our lives with blessings! 

2) We don’t know what the New Year holds, but we know Who holds the 

New Year. 

3) J.R. Miller- God’s Storehouses- “Each step in the life of faith is toward 

richer blessing.  Are you God’s child?  There is nothing before you in the 

unopened future but goodness.  Every new experience, whether of joy or 
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sorrow, will be a new storehouse of goodness for you.  Even in the heart of 

disaster you will still find goodness in folded.  Even your disappointments 

will disclose truer, richer blessings than if your own hopes had been 

realized.  Here is a lens through which every true Christian may see his 

own path clear to the end—from goodness to richer goodness, from glory 

to glory, the last step through the opening door of heaven into the presence 

of the King.” 

4) Illustration- “Out west an old sheepherder had a violin, but it was out of 

tune.  He has no way of tuning it, so in desperation he wrote to one of the 

radio stations and asked them at a certain hour on a certain day to strike 

the tone ‘A’…” 

o If we live in “tune” with God, our lives will be a song! 

o It will be a blessed or happy New Year! 

 


