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 “The Way of the Cross” 

Mark 8:27-38 

Pastor John Miller 

 

Introduction:  Someone defined a “secret” as “something you tell one person at a time.”  

We have come now in our study of Mark’s gospel to a major turning point in the great 

Galilean ministry of our Lord Jesus.  Jesus has now set His face toward Jerusalem, where 

He will be crucified. 

 

* Jesus wants His disciples to understand three importance truths.  Our text today answers 

life’s most important questions: 

1) Who is Jesus? 

2) Why did He come? 

3) What does it mean to follow Him? 

 

 

I.  Who is Jesus? (v.v. 27-30) 

 

* (v. 27) Jesus asked a question (not to obtain information). 

o “Who do you say I am?” (“Where did you get your information?”) 

o (v. 28) The popular views (what the world thinks). 

 

* Who really is Jesus? 

o (v. 29) Peter- “thou art the Christ” 

o Matthew 16:16- “thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 

o Jesus said- “Blessed art thou Simon Bar-Jonah for flesh and blood has not revealed it 

unto you, but my Father, which is in heaven.” 

o Be careful you don’t get your understanding of who Jesus is from “flesh and blood.”  It 

should come from the Bible—given by inspiration of God. 

 

* What does the Bible teach about Jesus Christ? 

o John 14:6- “the way, the truth, the life…”. 

o One God, three persons. 

o We must be right about Jesus! 

 

 

II. Why did Jesus Come? (v.v. 31-33) 

 

* For the first time in Mark, Jesus makes it clear He is to suffer and die, and would rise again. 

1) “Must suffer many things” (v. 31) 



 

The Way of the Cross- Mark 8:27-38  www.revival.tv 

Page | 2  

 
 

2) “Be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and of the scribes.” (v. 31) 

3) “Be killed” (v. 31) 

4) “After three days, rise again” (v. 31) 

 

* So, why did Jesus come? 

o Answer- 1 Corinthians 15:1-4- “…Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures that 

He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures…” 

o He came to die for our sins! 

o Illustration- Lame man on the mat; four friends. 

 

* In the cross of Christ we have (three words): 

1) Salvation- God rescues us from sin. 

2) Revelation- God revealed Himself (His wisdom, mercy, grace, love, power and holiness). 

3) Conquest- God overcame evil. 

a. Illustration- Sir John Bowring (1825)- “In the cross of Christ I glory, Towering 

o’re the wrecks of time; All the light of sacred story, Gathers round its head 

sublime.” 

 

* (v.v. 32-33) The lesson is the same today.  The world rejects the cross (“its foolishness”).  “But 

unto us who are saved, it’s the power of God.”   

o Satan’s way or God’s way. 

 

* When we argue with God’s Word, we open the door for Satan’s lies. 

 

 

III. What does it Mean to Follow Jesus? (v.v. 34-38) 

 

* Jesus is laying down for us the cost of discipleship. 

o Not son-ship!  Salvation is a free gift! 

o Following Jesus involves a cross! 

 

* Jesus says “Whoever comes after me, let him…” 

1) (v. 34) “deny himself”  

a. Surrender completely to Jesus. 

b. It’s a complete submission to the lordship of Christ, so that self has no rights.  Its 

taking self off the throne and letting Christ take His place as Lord of my life.  Its 

being Christ-centered, not self-centered. 

2) (v. 34) “take up his cross” 

a. It is a pathway that is deliberately chosen out of obedience to Christ. 

b. Seeking Christ, serving Christ, suffering for Christ. 

c. Philippians 3:10- “that I might know Him…” 
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3) (v. 34) “follow me” 

a. Its “keep on following me.” 

b. It’s following His example, and where He leads.  

c. Not my way but His way! 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

* “Beneath the Cross of Jesus Christ”  by Elizabeth Clephane 

 “I take, O Cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 

   I ask no other sunshine, than the sunshine of His face; 

   Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss. 

    My sinful self my only shame, my glory, all the Cross.” 


