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 “Walking in Thankfulness” 

Colossians 1:12-14 

Pastor John Miller 

 

Introduction:  Illustration- Two farm boys…”O Lord for what we are about to receive, 

make us thankful” 

o Are you truly thankful? 

 

* If you are a Christian you should be walking in thankfulness! 

o (v. 12) “Giving thanks unto The Father” 

o We are thankful to “God the Father” 

o Why?  James 1:17- “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above…” 

 

* What is the context of this passage? 

o Paul praying for the Christians in Colossae. 

o Two things: 

1) “To know God’s will” (v. 9)  

2) “To walk in God’s ways (v.v. 10-11) 

a) “A pleasing walk” (v. 10) 

b) “A fruitful walk” (v. 10) 

c) “A growing walk” (v. 10) 

d) “A powerful walk” (v. 11) 

e) Now- “A thankful walk” (v.v. 12-14) 

   

* Why does Paul move from petitions to praise, or asking God for blessings to thanking 

God for blessings? 

o To Paul a “thankful heart” is the chief characteristic of the Spirit-filled life. 

o Colossians 2:6-7- “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 

in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been 

taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.” 

o Ephesians 5:20 

 

* So, Paul is praying that we would be thankful for the blessings we have all been given 

from God the Father through God the Son. 

 

* Let’s count our blessings and name them one-by-one. 

 

 

I.  He Has Qualified Us (v. 12)  
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A. What does it mean? 

1. “Made us meet” or “qualified us” 

2. It’s our “practice” or our “position.” 

3. It means that the moment you were saved or born again, you were “made fit” or 

“qualified” for heaven! 

4. It is God that “makes you fit.” 

a. (v. 12) “which has” 

b.It’s a settled fact 

c. 2 Corinthians 5:21- “For He has made Him to be sin for us, who knew no 

sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 

B. What are we qualified for? 

1. Heaven 

a. (v. 12) “…to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light” 

2. Illustration- Old Testament- Israel’s inheritance in the promise land 

3. For the Christian, it starts the moment you are saved and given the Holy Spirit.  

Its completion is heaven! 

a. Illustration- The story of the thief on the cross 

4. So, be thankful you are qualified for heaven! 

 

 

II. He Has Delivered Us (v. 13a) 

 

 * (v. 13) “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness…” 

 

 * Another thing happens the moment you are saved—you are delivered from Satan’s power and 

kingdom of darkness! 

o True of all Christians. 

 

* It’s a work only God can do (“rescued us”). 

o The verb “delivered” is used only of God’s work in the New Testament. 

 

* Its man’s greatest problem and his greatest need.  Only God can deliver us! 

 

* Jesus came to rescue us from Satan’s power. 

 

 

III. He Has Translated Us (v. 13b) 

 

* (v. 13b) “…and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son (or “the Son of His love”). 

 

* “Delivered us” is the negative side. 
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o “Translated us” is the positive side. 

o It’s true of all Christians, and it happens the moment you are saved! 

 

* Two Kingdoms: 

1) God’s (v. 12) “inheritance of the saints in light” 

2) Satan’s (v. 13) “the power of darkness” 

 

* If you’re a Christian, you are a child of God and you are living in the kingdom of the Son of 

His love! 

 

 

IV. He Has Redeemed Us (v. 14)  

 

 * (v. 13) we were “captives” who have been delivered.   

o (v. 14) we are “slaves” who have been bought and set free! 

 

 * Five facts about our redemption: 

1) Its “in Christ” (v. 14) “in whom” 

a. Redemption is found only in Jesus 

2) Its certainty (v. 14) “we have” 

a. John 3:16- “…but have…” 

3) Its meaning (v. 14) “redemption” 

a. The word means “to purchase and set free by paying a price.” 

4) Its price (v. 14) “through His blood” 

a. It is omitted in some versions of the Bible. 

b. Ephesians 1:7- “In whom we have redemption through His blood the forgiveness 

of sins.” 

c. We are not saved by His birth, His teachings, or His perfect example. 

i. We are saved by His death on the cross! 

ii. Illustration- Old Testament- Passover Lamb 

iii. 1 Peter 1:18-19- “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation 

received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of 

Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 

5) It’s results (v. 14) “even the forgiveness of sins” 

a. “Forgiveness” or “to send away” 

b. Illustration- The Scapegoat 

c. Psalm 103:12- “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 

transgressions from us.” 

d. The moment you are saved, all your sins are forgiven.  That’s something to be 

thankful for! 
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e. Illustration- Story of Jesus and the paralytic. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

1) He qualified us (v.12) 

2) He delivered us (v. 13a) 

3) He translated us (v. 13b) 

4) He redeemed us (v. 14) 


